A Membership Newsletter from Golden Eagle Country Club January 2026
Clubhouse 850-893-7700 Pro Shop 850-668-1071

President - Bruce Sellers
Vice President - Trae Sellers MIXED GRILLE HOURS
General Manager - Bruce Sellers

Director Sales/Marketing - Donna Biggins

. X . Tuesday: Kitchen 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Director of Food & Beverage - Patrick Espitia

Mixed Grille 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM

Executive Chef - Doyal Williams Wednesday -Friday: 10:00 AM to 8:30 PM
Head Golf Professional - Greg Gilder Saturday & Sunday: 7:30 AM to 8:30 PM
Head Tennis Professional - Allen Long

Golf Course Superintendent - Ramsey Prescott Tuesday through Friday, complimentary

coffee will be available daily in the Pro Shop.

Happy New Year!

Come enjoy an evening of

Italian Arias
On

Thursday, January 29, 2026 at 6 pm

Featuring
Soprano Vocalist Sarah Wells
And
Pianist Mara Valmonte

Experience beautiful music and relish a spectacular buffet to include the following:

Caprese Salad Spaghetti
Minestrone Soup Marinara Sauce
Cheese Ravioli Roasted Eggplant
Beef Ravioli Grilled Zucchini, Peppers & Onions
Chicken Parmesan Bread Sticks
Tiramisu
39.95 prt

Reservations are required and seating is limited.
Please contact the Club before January 26, 2026 to make your reservation!




As you know, Joe Watford will be leaving us to join the United
States Army. Thanks to Joe for everything he has done at
Golden Eagle during his tenure. We wish Joe well in this new
chapter of his life and thank him for serving our country.

We are excited for the addition of our new Director of Golf, Greg
Gilder. Greg comes to us from Tamahka Trails in Marksville, LA
where he was the Head Golf Professional.

Greg loves golf and will be available for lessons for golfers of all
ages and is interested in starting a junior academy. Please come
talk with him about lessons and equipment.

Greg’s wife Shelby if from Tallahassee and they have two dogs
Jeaux and Scout. Gregis an LSU fan and an FSU fan by marriage.
In their spare time they like to cook and travel.

Please come by the Pro Shop to introduce yourself as Greg is
looking forward to meeting and working with everyone!




A men’s golf group is looking for additional golfers interested
in playing on Tuesdays and Thursdays. They tee off between
11:30 and noon playing off tees of their choice.

They play a team event using full handicap maximum of 24.
Currently about 12 golfers play regularly, whose handicaps
vary from 4-24. The group would like to double to 24 players.

Entry fee is $3 and pay outs are given for best team front side,
back side, and overall. Net pars are scored 2 points, birdies 4
points, eagles 6 points, and albatrosses 8 points. Teams are
drawn randomly at the start of play. Warm up from roughly
11:00 to 11:30 with first group teeing off at 11:30.

Interested in joining this great group of guys, or want more
Information? Email Jim Thompson at jthompson@utk.edu

Hit your fairways and greens! Hope to see you guys soon.

Jim Thompson
Member



| hope everyone had a great holiday season and Happy New Year!
We are excited for another fun-filled year of events sponsored by
our Men'’s Golf Association. | wanted to take a moment to
announce our MGA Board for 2026:

Doug Jennings, President

David Faulkenberry, Vice-President
Alan Hart, Secretary

Chris Edwards, Treasurer

John McCann

Chuck Bruce

Danny Funderburg

Fred Fernandes

Eric Parks

| want to share our gratitude to Chuck Bruce, who spent the last
two years as our President and did a tremendous job!

We look forward to seeing all of our members participating in
MGA events this year. If you are a club member and would like to
join the MGA, please either get in touch with me at dljjyj@aol.com
or Donna Biggins in the clubhouse at donna@gecc-inc.com or
850-893-7700.

Best R :
est Regards, .o\\ //..
Doug Jennings
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Par -Tee Nine Hole Ladies Golf
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The Par-Tee golf group is off to a fast start this year. During the year, we play nine holes each
Wednesday. This year, we had our first game on January 7th. Eleven of us teed off and our
winners had outstanding games. Judie Frank and KC McWilliams tied with gross scores of 54
and Esther Cummings won low net with a 37. Great games, ladies!

We also conducted our organizational meeting of officers and committee chairs on January
7™. During the meeting, we proposed conducting the following events:

First tournament and social on April 15™. This will be our annual White Elephant event,
which is organized by Esther Cummings. After our tournament, we have lunch outside on the
veranda where we use play money - won during the tournament - to buy all sorts of items
donated by our members. Even though these are items that we generally don’t need and
can’t use, we have great fun outbidding one another with our play money.

Our second tournament and social, which will be around July 4th. We will have a flag tourna-
ment organized by last year’s co-president, Susan York. For this tournament, we are each
given an American Flag that we place in the in the ground when we have taken the number
of strokes allowed by our handicaps. For this tournament, we want to place our flag last or
finish the event with our flag in hand. Our social chair, Joan Tolliver, will organize the social
conducted in conjunction with this tournament.

An additional tournament and social in the fall.

The annual President’s luncheon, when we distribute awards and swear in new officers, on
Wednesday, December 2.

Our annual Christmas party on Friday, December 11.

We look forward to another fun year! Please consider joining us. We love getting new
members!

Helena Sims

Par-Tee President



GOLDEN EAGLE WOMEN’S TENNIS
(GEWTA)

Who We Are

Our GE women’s tennis association, aka GEWTA, would
like our Golden Eagle (GE) membership to know that
= women'’s tennis is alive and well at GE. A lot goes on at the
clay courts clubhouse. We are 50+ members strong and
not only represent GE in the GA-FL Women’s Tennis
League, but provide the opportunity for social play,
participation in a variety of philanthropic endeavors and to
just join in for fun social activities. All GE members
interested in playing tennis are welcome to come and join us! You do not need to be a “league” tennis player. Just reach
out to our GE tennis pro, Allen Long at 850-508-7487.

GEWTA Happenings

All 3 of our Golden Eagle Women’s Tennis teams had a competitive fall season. The A teams finished matches prior to
Thanksgiving while our B team played up until December 2nd. That same week we began the holiday season with our
annual Christmas party, including a spirited white elephant gift, held at the main Golden Eagle Clubhouse.

We have continued our financial support of the Vernon High School tennis program in
Washington County, recently raising the funds needed to support their immediate training
needs. In November our esteemed tennis pro, Allen Long, attended and spoke at the
groundbreaking ceremony for their brand-new tennis courts. The hope is to have the courts
completed in time for the high school season. Allen has been instrumental in obtaining the
funding for this monumental project that will mean so much for the school and the Vernon
community.

This year GEWTA once again participated in the annual Tree
Jubilee for Children’s Miracle Network which supports UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital.
Our very own Sharon Daily led our fundraising efforts by organizing donations and designing
our gorgeous Merry Mahjong Tree. Despite the event having to be held a week later due to
weather challenges, our Merry Mahjong Tree raised an impressive $700.

What’s Coming Up

Spring league matches begin the week of January 19%. Prior to that we will be holding a 2-day bootcamp for our 3 teams
on January 6" and 7th. Next our winter social, “Casual Sets”, will be hosted by our Veuve and Victory team at the tennis
clubhouse on February 11, Our socials are a great time to come visit us at the clay courts and see what we are about. Just
contact Allen before February 11t so we can be sure to include you in our festivities.

We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and look forward to a happy and healthy 2026 out on the GE tennis
courts. We would love nothing more than to see some new faces out there with us.



TENNIS

Interested in playing tennis? Please contact our
Tennis Professional Allen Long for more infor-

mation! 8 50-508-7487

Ladies League Clinics
Ladies 3.0 to 3.5: (B) Monday 92 am to 10:30 am
Ladies A: Wednesday 9 am to 10:30 am

Women’s League Tennis
Starts January 15th

Tuesday for B League
Thursday for A Legue

Contact Allen at 850-508-7487 for more information!

Guest Policy:

Tennis OR Pickleball guests please register at the
Tennis Pro Shop. Members please let Allen know if
you have guests and to reserve courts. For more
information please call Allen Long at 850-508-
7487

Open Play Pickleball

at the hard courts

Friday mornings at 10 a.m.
Players of all skill levels welcome!

Play will involve a rotation system where players
will rotate in and out allowing everyone a chance
to play.

There is no cost to participate for Tennis/
Pickleball, Swim & Tennis, or Golf mem-

bers. Dining members or non-members (Guests)
pay a $10 fee.

Questions?
Call/text Paul Lewis at 850-212-5461

ELITE JUNIOR TENNIS
Winter/Spring Programs

Beginning (Ages 6-10)
Wednesday 4:30 —5:30 pm

Intermediate (Ages 8-12)

Coach Oliver Foreman

Monday/Thursday 5:30 pm-7 pm (Clay Courts)
Stroke development and learning to compete

Advanced (Ages 10-16)

Coach Oliver Foreman

Monday/Wednesday 12 pm to 1:30 pm (Clay Courts)
Live Ball drilling/competitive play/tactical and
strategic development

ELITE (Ages 12-18)
Coaches Allen Long and Oliver Foreman
Tuesday/Thursday 12 pm to 1:30 pm (Clay Courts)

Tennis Pro Shop:

We have a new line of Babolat Pickleball racquets in
stock! We are now carrying Tecnifibre and Babolat tennis
racquets! Come try our demo program!

Text Allen Long at 850-508-7487 for more information!

Pickleball Clinics

For Beginner & Intermediate Players! On the Hard
Courts.

Wednesday, January 7, 14, 21 & 28 at
6 pm to 7:30 pm
Saturdays: January 10,17 & 24
at 8:30 am 10 am

$20 per person
To reserve your spot text 859-619-0015

Kara Reister
Instructor & Certified Professional through
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Congratulations to Golden Eagle member, Mike Olivela (seen above in yellow tennis shoes), on his first place finish at the
US Senior Pickleball National Championship.
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Looking for a fun way to get some exercise?
Don’t like spending time in the Kitchen?
Want to be a part of the fastest growing sport in the United States?
Then Pickleball is for you!

Golden Eagle has FOUR pickleball courts, clinics on Wednesday evenings and
Saturday mornings, open play on Friday morning and scheduled other days!

Pickleball is included in all Golf, Tennis, and Swimming & Tennis Memberships.
Dining members may participate by paying a $10 fee for open play.

Please read the Tennis and Calendar pages of this newsletter for more
information!



Our monthly meeting will be held on Friday, January 16th at 11:00AM. Our
speaker will be Doug Alderson, a celebrated local author and naturalist. Doug
will speak about “Nostalgic Florida”, using examples of iconic vintage Florida
art. It promises to be a very interesting and entertaining presentation. He will
also bring artifacts to share and offer some of his books for sale.

Chef will prepare a chicken marsala, with pesto linguine, roasted brussels
sprouts and a delicious dessert. The cost for lunch is $25.

We’d love to have you attend the meeting! Please RSVP by January 12" by
calling the club at (850) 893-7700.

Don’t forget to bring a few canned goods or items from your pantry. These dona-
tions are greatly appreciated.

A recent new member asked me how our annual $25 dues are used. I thought it
would be a good to share with everyone. The majority of our dues go towards
philanthropic donations to organizations that benefit our community. We do
have some expenses, such as door prizes, speaker lunches, nametags, and favor
supplies, but we aim to keep these costs as low as possible. Last year (Sept 2024-
April 2025), we collected $1,049 in dues and $304 from the 50/50 raffle for a to-
tal income of $1,353. Philanthropic donations totaled $950 which represents
70% of our income. Other expenses: speaker luncheons: $100 (7%), door prizes
$111 (8%), and Operating Expenses: 104 (7.5%). We think we are wisely using
our resources. We hope you agree. If you haven’t yet paid your dues, consider
supporting our good works!

We hope to see you at the meeting on Friday, January 16, 2026, at 11 am!

Susan Weed
President T~ M—-—h\

happy new yé‘%l
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1 2 3
Women’s Tennis open play Pickleball
A League 9 am 10 ot 2y FIEEERAT | Club & Course
Open
Mah Jongg 10 AM Normal Hours
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Women’s Tennis Chicago Cuts Women’s Tennis
Club & Course Course & Clu]:) B League 9 am 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm A League 9 am (1)gen play Pickleball Pickleball Clinic
am .
Open Closed Bridge 10:00 am , » Mah Jongg 10 AM Hard Courts 8:30 am
Normal Hours Pickleball Clinic TRINGO 5:30 om
Bunco 1 pm 6 pmto 7:30 pm <P
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Women’s Tennis Chicago Cuts , . Open play Pickleball
Club & Course Co & Club B League 9 am . 9 . Women’s Tennis | 10 am Pickleball Clinic
Open urse 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm A League 9 am Hard Courts 8:30 am
Normal Hours Closed Bridge 10:00 AM Pickleball Clinic 11 am Ladies Club
6 pm to 7:30 pm Mah Jongg 10 AM
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Martin Luther King Day Women’s Tennis Chicago Cuts Big Bend Seniors o lav Pickleball
Club & Course B League 9 am 5:30 ? 8:30 Golf Tournament 13:':“" ay Fickleba Pickleball Clinic
oPen Grill Hours 10 am to 6 pm ) pmto & pm 9am Hard Courts 8:30 am
Normal Hours Kitchen Closes at 4 pm Bridge 10:00 am Women’s Tennis
B ] Pickleball Clinic A League 9 am
unco Lpm 6 pm to 7:30 pm Mah Jongg 10 AM
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
H Women’s Tennis
Women’s Tennis Ch'cago Cuts Open play Pickleball :
AL 9 Open play Pickleball
Clubo& Course Course & Club B League 9 am 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm eaguedam | y0am 830 am
pen Mah Jongg 10 AM
Closed Pickleball Clinic

Normal Hours

Bridge 10:00 am

6 pm to 7:30 pm

Italian Arias Dinner 6 pm




